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PROSPECTIVE PLANTINGS FOR 1949. 


‘a If Florida growers carry out their present plans, the acreage of field crops 
_ planted in 1949 will, in the aggregate, be somewhat less than last year. Crops not 
under agricultural programs (cowpeas, corn, oats and sweet potatoes) show little 
change from 1948 plantings, but program crops such as peanuts, tobacco and Irish po- 
_ tatoes follow the allotments. The corn acreage is expected to cover 712,000 acres, 
the same as planted in 1948. Oats shows 5 percent reduction to 137,000 acres, while 
sweet potatoes and cowpeas remain.the same, For the crops under allotment, flue to- 
bacco will be increased by 5 percent to 17,200 acres; 10 percent fewer peanuts will 
' be Planted, reducing the acreage of peanuts alone to 252,000 acres, ‘Irish potatoes 
De ey ae: 24,100 acres (3,000 of which is non-commercial) represents a 700 acre reduction, 
re If present plans are consumated, there will be 200 acres more of shade tobacco in 
_  #lorida and in the Georgia-Florida area, This will increase to 3,800 acres the shade 
. planting in Florida and boost the Geagia-Florida area from 4,500 to 4,700 acres. 


The season has been early this year. Crops are being secded under generally 

favorable conditions, although rain is needed for best development of newly seeded 
acreage, The Irish potato crop has made excellent progress and is being harvested 
in south Florida along with other vegetables, 
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GENERAL OUTLOOK ni : 
The smallest total acreage of spring-planted crops since the 1937-39 period 
appears in prospect for 1949, The decline in the total of 17 crops (including hay) 


surveyed at this date is from 275.0 million acres in 1948 to 270.2 million acres now 


in prospect. This is nearlv-offset, however, by the much larger acreage of winter 
wheat sown last fall, of which a oeear proportion than usual apparently remains for 
harvest this season, The greatest decline in spring plantings will be in the feed 
grains, with smaller declines in the oilseeds ~ soybeans, flaxseed and peanuts = and 
most other row:crops. The chief increases over last year are indicated for plant— ; 
ings of spring wheat, dry peas and tobacco. Spring activities are normal to ad- 
vanced over most of the country, Soil-moisture and irrigation water are generally 
in satisfactory supply. Supplies of farm labor, seeds and fertilizers are not like-— 
ly to be limiting factors in acreages planted or grown in 1949, 


ALL CROPS 

Total prospective acreages exceed by about 1 percent the aggregate of allot- 
ments or suggested goals for the same crops, For oats, the intended acreage virtue 
ally equals the goal. Falling below allotments or goals were corn, by about tele 
percent; all har and tobacco, by about 4-1/2 percent; barley and sorghum, by about 
lé percent, and sweet potatoes by about 19 percent. .Allotments or suggested goals 
are exceeded for potatoes and dry beans by about 2 percent; for rice nearly 10 pere 
cent; for wheat by 14 percent, and for flaxseed by 56 percent. If the usual propor 
tion of the peanut acreage is picked and threshed, the acreage will be nearly 2 
percent below the allotment. Making a similar allowance for soybeans, the indicated 
acreage - to be harvested for beans will be Pca 6 percent below the suggested goal. 
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present plans naterialize. ane oats are near rs ede acreage, with increases. in 
high yielding midwest areas offsetting declines in areas further south, where seed- 
ing has been delayed beyond ustial dates. Corn acreage will be the smallest in more 
than 50 years,. and sorghum acreage will be one-cighth less than last year. For both, 
prospective acreage is somewhat limited by the huge acreage in winter wheat, which 
is doing so well that only a snall abandoned acreage is likely to be available for 
replanting to corn or sorghun, The barley acreage is 11 percent less than last year, 
largely, because of disappointingly low prices for the 1948 crop. With carryover | 
stocks of feed grains at a relatively high level, and livestock numbers at a rela-~ 
tively low level, heavy production of feed grains does not appear necessary to 
farmers. Hay acreage will be about the same as last year and average, intentions 
being based largely upon necds, which take into account the large reserves in many 
areas, and the short supplies in storm and other areas where winter feeding was 
heavy. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

~~ Anong the oilseeds, acreages of popenns and flaxseed may be only slightly 
smaller than last year, but peanuts grown alone will be 18 percent lower, Largely 
because of acreage allotments in effect this season. Tobacco acreage may exceed 
that of 1948 by nearly 4 percent, but is within the national allotment. Potatoes 
will be down nearly 7 percent and sweet potatoes 6 percent below the 1948 acreage, 
Dry beans will be down 7 percent, but dry peas will be up nearly one-third, The 
acreage of sugar beets may be 4 percent. less than in 1948, 
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